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TEXTBOOK 	COST 	SAV INGS 	
Six faculty members participated in the Fall 2016 OER pilot program. We asked faculty: “If you 
were to use a textbook in your course, which one would you use?”  
We used faculty’s recommended text and associated cost (current as of the February 9, 2016 date 
of this report) to compile the total potential cost savings for their student enrollment. The cost 
savings presented below reflect the assumption that all enrolled students would have purchased a 
hardcopy (hardcover, when available) of the required textbook. Given that we have no way of 
tracking  
1) whether students would have purchased a text at all  
2) whether they would have borrowed a text  
3) if purchased, the format of the text (hardcover, paperback, or online)  
4) where they might have made a purchase  
5) whether a selling agent negotiated a special price for a text 
our cost savings is documented in terms of an estimation of the maximum amount of savings.   
In six courses, the OER pilot program saved ~1040 students up to $149,407.  
SARAH	PRESCOTT	
CHEM 545 Organic Chemistry 
Fundamentals of Organic Chemistry, 7th Edition 
ISBN10: 1-4390-4971-8  
ISBN13: 978-1-4390-4971-6  
 
http://www.cengagebrain.com/shop/ISBN/9781439049716?cid=APL1  
Cost: $322.95 (hardcover) 
Enrolment: 15 
Cost Savings: $4,844.25 
EMILIE	TALPIN	
FREN 403 Review of French 







(2nd Edition) 2nd Edition 
ISBN-13: 978-0205990276 
ISBN-10: 0205990274 
Cost: $219.15 (hardcover) 
Enrolment: 23 
Cost Savings: $5,040.45 
JENNIFER	PURRENHAGE	
NR 435 Contemporary Conservation Issues 




Cost: $155.20 (paperback) 
Enrolment: 272 (2 sections + 1 honors section) 
Cost Savings: $42,214 
 
ROSEMARY	CARON	
HMP 501 Epidemiology & Community Medicine 







Cost: $85.71 (paperback) 
Enrolment: 65 
Cost Savings: $5,571 
MICHAEL	MANGAN	
PSYC 401 Introduction to Psychology 
Psychology: Themes and variations, briefer version (9th Edition) 






Cost: $204.09 (hardcover) 
Enrolment: 220 
Cost Savings: $44,899.80 
JESSE	STABILE	MORRELL	
NUTR 400 Nutrition Health & Well Being 
Nutritional Sciences: From Fundamentals to Food, 3rd Edition by McGuire Beerman © 2013 – 
ISBN 9780840058201 




Cost: $105.75 – UNH custom bundle ($214.34 new hardcopy if bought alone) 
Enrolment: 441 
Cost Savings: $46,635  
TEXTBOOK	COST	SAVINGS	SUMMARY:	































Nutrition Health & 





Total Cost Savings: $149,205 
 
  
STUDENT 	PERCEPT IONS 	OF 	THE 	OER 	
MATER IALS 	
CETL staff met with individual faculty to tailor the student perception survey to their course, and 
the OER materials they used during their course leading to the first exam. Perception surveys 
were updated as needed for each subsequent exam. Some questions were constant to all, such as 
accessibility and ease of navigation of materials, and other questions unique to the course were 
based on particular OER materials, for example, videos, TED Talks, websites, and online book 
chapters. 
In order to reduce bias, students responded to the surveys prior to receiving feedback on their 
exam scores either immediately after exams (paper and pencil or online surveys) or within 48 
hours after taking the exam (online surveys). 
Overall student response to the materials was positive: In addition to the many positive 
comments about the cost savings, they generally reported that the accessibility and navigation 





Count	 14	 Count	 15	
Average	 64.14	 Average	 76.42	
Median	 67.71	 Median	 85.19	
Mode	 66.67	 Mode	 85.19	
Standard	Deviation	 13.9	 Standard	Deviation	 19.5	
Minimum	 39.58	 Minimum	 44.44	
Maximum	 81.25	 Maximum	 111.11	
	
Exam	2	Student	Perceptions:	






































Q1 The online textbook was easy to access 
Q2 The online textbook was easy to navigate. 
Q3 The online textbook for this course is at least as high in quality as textbooks I have 
purchased for other courses I am taking this semester. 
Q4 If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and 
a course requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open 
resources because of the quality of the free textbook that is provided in this course. 
Q5 If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and 
a course requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open 
resources because of the cost savings of the free textbook that is provided in this 
course. 
Q6 The online textbook was helpful in my learning the course material for this exam." 
Q7 indicate on a scale from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 Times) the frequency 
to which you used your online textbook: 




Exam	1	Comparisons:	 	 	 	
Exam	2:	Fall	2014	 Exam	2:	Fall	2015	
Count	 22	 Count	 23	
Average	 79.32	 Average	 81.77	
Median	 87.75	 Median	 82	
Mode	 80	 Mode	 76.5	
Standard	Deviation	 24.56	 Standard	Deviation	 8.41	
Minimum	 6.74	 Minimum	 67.5	
Maximum	 98.25	 Maximum	 96	
	
Exam	1	Student	Perceptions:	

























































Q1 The open (free) materials for this course were easy to access. 
Q2 
The open materials chosen for this course are at least as high in quality as textbooks I 
have purchased in other courses. 
Q3 
The open materials in this course gave me a broader perspective of the material than I 
would have developed from a purchased course textbook. 
Q4 The number of materials I had to access was overwhelming. 
Q5 
 If given a choice between a course offering open (free) materials (textbook, videos, etc.) 
and a course requiring purchased materials, I would select the course offering the open 
resources because of the quality of the free materials offered in this course. 
Q6 
 If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, videos, etc.) 
and a course requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open 
resources because of the cost savings of the free materials offered in this course. 
Q7 The course materials were helpful in my preparation for this exam. 
Q8 
Frequency use of Textbook 
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q9 
Frequency use of Videos 
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q10 
Frequency use of Twitter 
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q11 
Frequency use of Important documents 
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q12 
Frequency use of Important links 
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q13 
Helpfulness of the following items in your learning of course material: Textbook 
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q14 
Helpfulness of the following items in your learning of course material: Videos 
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q15 
Helpfulness of the following items in your learning of course material: Twitter 
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q16 
Helpfulness of the following items in your learning of course material: Important 
documents 
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q17 
Helpfulness of the following items in your learning of course material: Important links 
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q18 
Quality of your textbook. 
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q19 
Clarity of your textbook. 





















Count	 308	 	 Count	 248	
Average	 72.64	 Average	 81.72	
Median	 75	 Median	 82.56	
Mode	 88	 Mode	 100	
Standard	Deviation	 17.12	 Standard	Deviation	 11.69	
Minimum	 26	 Minimum	 42.08	
Maximum	 100	 Maximum	 100	
	 	 	 	 	 	 								
Exam	1	Student	Perceptions:			






































Q1 The online textbook was easy to access. 
Q2 
The online textbook for this course is at least as high in quality as textbooks I have purchased 
for other courses I am taking this semester. 
Q3 
The open resources in this course gave me a broader perspective of the material than I would 
have developed from a purchased course textbook 
Q4 The number of material I had to access was overwhelming 
Q5 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a course 
requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open resources because of 
the quality of the free textbook was provided in this course. 
Q6 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a course 
requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open resources because of 
the cost savings of the free textbook that is provided in this course. 
Q7 The online textbook was helpful in my learning course material for this exam. 
Q8 
Frequency use of viewed/watched Videos  
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q9 
Frequency reviewed Articles 
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q10 
Frequency reviewed Book Chapters  
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q11 
Frequency reviewed Module Overview and Foundations Documents 
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q12 
Helpful in learning course material Videos  
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q13 
Helpful in learning course material Articles 
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q14 
Helpful in learning course material Book Chapters 
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q15 
Helpful in learning course material Module Overview and Foundations Documents 





























Count	 308	 	 Count	 242	
Average	 75.43	 Average	 80.63	
Median	 78.25	 Median	 82.5	
Mode	 92.5	 Mode	 85.67	
Standard	Deviation	 14.86	 Standard	Deviation	 10.53	
Minimum	 12.5	 Minimum	 52	
Maximum	 100	 Maximum	 100	
	 	
	 	 	 								
Exam	2	Student	Perceptions:			





































Q1 The online textbook was easy to access. 
Q2 
The online textbook for this course is at least as high in quality as textbooks I have purchased 
for other courses I am taking this semester. 
Q3 
The open resources in this course gave me a broader perspective of the material than I would 
have developed from a purchased course textbook 
Q4 The number of material I had to access was overwhelming 
Q5 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a course 
requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open resources because of 
the quality of the free textbook was provided in this course. 
Q6 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a course 
requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open resources because of 
the cost savings of the free textbook that is provided in this course. 
Q7 The online textbook was helpful in my learning course material for this exam. 
Q8 
Frequency use of viewed/watched Videos  
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q9 
Frequency reviewed Articles 
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q10 
Frequency reviewed Book Chapters  
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q11 
Frequency reviewed Module Overview and Foundations Documents 
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q12 
Helpful in learning course material Videos  
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q13 
Helpful in learning course material Articles 
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q14 
Helpful in learning course material Book Chapters 
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q15 
Helpful in learning course material Module Overview and Foundations Documents 




















Count	 304	 	 Count	 243	
Average	 72.27	 Average	 87.46	
Median	 72.82	 Median	 90	
Mode	 84.95	 Mode	 94	
Standard	Deviation	 15.16	 Standard	Deviation	 10.04	
Minimum	 21.24	 Minimum	 49.75	
Maximum	 100.12	 Maximum	 100	
	 	 	 	 	 	 								
Exam	3	Student	Perceptions:			





































Q1 The online textbook was easy to access. 
Q2 
The online textbook for this course is at least as high in quality as textbooks I have purchased 
for other courses I am taking this semester. 
Q3 
The open resources in this course gave me a broader perspective of the material than I would 
have developed from a purchased course textbook 
Q4 The number of material I had to access was overwhelming 
Q5 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a course 
requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open resources because of the 
quality of the free textbook was provided in this course. 
Q6 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a course 
requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open resources because of 
the cost savings of the free textbook that is provided in this course. 
Q7 The online textbook was helpful in my learning course material for this exam. 
Q8 
Frequency use of viewed/watched Videos/TED Talks  
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q9 
Frequency reviewed Articles 
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q10 
Frequency reviewed Book Chapters  
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q11 
Frequency reviewed Module Overview and Foundations Documents 
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q12 
Frequency reviewed NASA.gov Climate Change Webpages 
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q13 
Helpful in learning course material Videos/TED Talks 
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q14 
Helpful in learning course material Articles 
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q15 
Helpful in learning course material Book Chapters 
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q16 
Helpful in learning course material Module Overview and Foundations Documents 
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q17 
Helpful in learning course material NASA.gov climate change webpages 





Count	 55	 Count	 65	
Average	 76.98	 Average	 81.38	
Median	 78	 Median	 82	
Mode	 82	 Mode	 80	
Standard	Deviation	 11.43	 Standard	Deviation	 10.23	
Minimum	 48	 Minimum	 58	
Maximum	 100	 Maximum	 100	
	














































Q1 The online textbook was easy to access. 
Q2 The online textbook was easy to navigate 
Q3 
The online textbook for this course is at least as high in quality as textbooks I have purchased 
for other courses I am taking this semester. 
Q4 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a course 
requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open resources because 
of the quality of the free textbook that is provided in this course. 
Q5 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a course 
requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open resources because 
of the cost savings of the free textbook was provided in this course. 
Q6 
Please indicate on a scale from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) the frequency to 
which you used your online textbook.  
Q7 The online textbook was helpful in my learning course material for this exam. 























Count	 55	 Count	 65	
Average	 76.83	 Average	 75.88	
Median	 78	 Median	 78	
Mode	 70	 Mode	 80	
Standard	Deviation	 13.82	 Standard	Deviation	 11.68	
Minimum	 24	 Minimum	 48	
Maximum	 100	 Maximum	 94	
	










































Q1 The online textbook was easy to access. 
Q2 The online textbook was easy to navigate 
Q3 
The online textbook for this course is at least as high in quality as textbooks I have 
purchased for other courses I am taking this semester. 
Q4 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a 
course requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open 
resources because of the quality of the free textbook that is provided in this course. 
Q5 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a 
course requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open 
resources because of the cost savings of the free textbook was provided in this course. 
Q6 
Please indicate on a scale from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) the 
frequency to which you used your online textbook.  
Q7 The online textbook was helpful in my learning course material for this exam. 




































Count	 55	 Count	 65	
Average	 78.44	 Average	 76.58	
Median	 80	 Median	 78	
Mode	 80	 Mode	 86	
Standard	Deviation	 11.15	 Standard	Deviation	 11.18	
Minimum	 36	 Minimum	 44	
Maximum	 94	 Maximum	 100	
	
Final	Exam	Student	Perceptions:	



































Q1 The online textbook was easy to access. 
Q2 The online textbook was easy to navigate 
Q3 
The online textbook for this course is at least as high in quality as textbooks I have 
purchased for other courses I am taking this semester. 
Q4 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a 
course requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open 
resources because of the quality of the free textbook that is provided in this course. 
Q5 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a 
course requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open 
resources because of the cost savings of the free textbook was provided in this course. 
Q6 
Please indicate on a scale from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) the 
frequency to which you used your online textbook.  
Q7 The online textbook was helpful in my learning course material for this exam. 






Count	 144	 Count	 219	
Average	 76.89	 Average	 76.3	
Median	 80	 Median	 78.33	
Mode	 81.67	 Mode	 95	
Standard	Deviation	 13.8	 Standard	Deviation	 14.14	
Minimum	 43.33	 Minimum	 33.33	
Maximum	 100	 Maximum	 98.33	
	












In what form students accessed the book: 
− 86 students Downloaded the PDF 
− 54 students Read it live on the Web 
− 10 students bought a Printed copy 
















































Q1 The online textbook was easy to access.  
Q2 The online textbook was easy to navigate 
Q3 
The online textbook for this course is at least as high in quality as textbooks I have 
purchased for other courses I am taking this semester. 
Q4 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a 
course requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open 
resources because of the quality of the free textbook that is provided in this course. 
Q5 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a 
course requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open 
resources because of the cost savings of the free textbook was provided in this course. 
Q6 
Please indicate on a scale from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) the 
frequency to which you used your online textbook.  
Q7 The online textbook was helpful in my learning course material for this exam. 























Count	 144	 Count	 219	
Average	 80.01	 Average	 79.08	
Median	 81.67	 Median	 80	
Mode	 90	 Mode	 81.67	
Standard	Deviation	 12.83	 Standard	Deviation	 11.71	
Minimum	 40	 Minimum	 41.67	
Maximum	 100	 Maximum	 98.33	
	














In what form students accessed the book: 
− 81 students Downloaded the PDF 
− 31 students Read it live on the Web 
− 8 students bought a Printed copy 






























Q1 The online textbook was easy to access.  
Q2 The online textbook was easy to navigate 
Q3 
The online textbook for this course is at least as high in quality as textbooks I have 
purchased for other courses I am taking this semester. 
Q4 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a 
course requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open 
resources because of the quality of the free textbook that is provided in this course. 
Q5 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a 
course requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open 
resources because of the cost savings of the free textbook was provided in this course. 
Q6 
Please indicate on a scale from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) the 
frequency to which you used your online textbook.  
Q7 The online textbook was helpful in my learning course material for this exam. 








































Count	 141	 Count	 212	
Average	 80.62	 Average	 83.33	
Median	 81.67	 Median	 85	
Mode	 91.67	 Mode	 86.67	
Standard	Deviation	 13.61	 Standard	Deviation	 12.07	
Minimum	 43.33	 Minimum	 36.67	
Maximum	 101.67	 Maximum	 98.33	
	
141 students responded to survey out of 212 students who took the exam 
	
	
In what form students accessed the book: 
− 96 students Downloaded the PDF 
− 21 students Read it live on the Web 
− 3 students bought a Printed copy 










































Q1 The online textbook was easy to access.  
Q2 The online textbook was easy to navigate 
Q3 
The online textbook for this course is at least as high in quality as textbooks I have 
purchased for other courses I am taking this semester. 
Q4 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a 
course requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open 
resources because of the quality of the free textbook that is provided in this course. 
Q5 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a 
course requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open 
resources because of the cost savings of the free textbook was provided in this course. 
Q6 
Please indicate on a scale from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) the 
frequency to which you used your online textbook.  
Q7 The online textbook was helpful in my learning course material for this exam. 
























Count	 143	 Count	 213	
Average	 77.06	 Average	 80.22	
Median	 80	 Median	 81.67	
Mode	 81.67	 Mode	 91.67	
Standard	Deviation	 14.7	 Standard	Deviation	 12.07	
Minimum	 41.67	 Minimum	 36.67	
Maximum	 100	 Maximum	 100	
	
119 students responded to survey out of 212 students who took the exam 
	
	
In what form students accessed the book: 
− 78 students Downloaded the PDF 
− 26 students Read it live on the Web 
− 3 students bought a Printed copy 











































Q1 The online textbook was easy to access.  
Q2 The online textbook was easy to navigate 
Q3 
The online textbook for this course is at least as high in quality as textbooks I have 
purchased for other courses I am taking this semester. 
Q4 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a 
course requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open 
resources because of the quality of the free textbook that is provided in this course. 
Q5 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a 
course requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open 
resources because of the cost savings of the free textbook was provided in this course. 
Q6 
Please indicate on a scale from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) the 
frequency to which you used your online textbook.  
Q7 The online textbook was helpful in my learning course material for this exam. 





















Count	 	 Count	 216	
Average	 	 Average	 90.44	
Median	 	 Median	 91.25	
Mode	 	 Mode	 91.25	
Standard	Deviation	 	 Standard	Deviation	 6.45	
Minimum	 	 Minimum	 62.5	
Maximum	 	 Maximum	 100	
	
136 students responded to survey out of 212 students who took the exam 
	
	
In what form students accessed the book: 
− 76 students Downloaded the PDF 
− 45 students Read it live on the Web 
− 5 students bought a Printed copy 













































Q1 The online textbook was easy to access.  
Q2 The online textbook was easy to navigate 
Q3 
The online textbook for this course is at least as high in quality as textbooks I have 
purchased for other courses I am taking this semester. 
Q4 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a 
course requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open 
resources because of the quality of the free textbook that is provided in this course. 
Q5 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a 
course requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open 
resources because of the cost savings of the free textbook was provided in this course. 
Q6 
Please indicate on a scale from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) the 
frequency to which you used your online textbook.  
Q7 The online textbook was helpful in my learning course material for this exam. 





















Count	 442	 Count	 441	
Average	 77	 Average	 82.49	
Median	 78.67	 Median	 83.56	
Mode	 86.67	 Mode	 86.3	
Standard	Deviation	 11.26	 Standard	Deviation	 9.32	
Minimum	 38.67	 Minimum	 28	
Maximum	 100	 Maximum	 100	
	 	 	 	 	 	 								
Exam	1	Student	Perceptions:			






















































Q1 The online textbook was easy to access. 
Q2 
The online textbook for this course is at least as high in quality as textbooks I have 
purchased for other courses I am taking this semester. 
Q3 
The open resources in this course gave me a broader perspective of the material than I 
would have developed from a purchased course textbook 
Q4 The number of material I had to access was overwhelming 
Q5 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a 
course requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open 
resources because of the quality of the free textbook was provided in this course. 
Q6 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a 
course requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open 
resources because of the cost savings of the free textbook that is provided in this 
course. 
Q7 The online textbook was helpful in my learning course material for this exam. 
Q8 
Frequency use of online chapters  
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q9 
Frequency use of videos  
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q10 
Frequency use of Fact sheets  
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q11 
Frequency use of Articles  
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q12 
Helpful in learning course material Online chapters  
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q13 
Helpful in learning course material videos 
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q14 
Helpful in learning course material Fact sheets 
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q15 
Helpful in learning course material Articles 



















Count	 443	 Count	 440	
Average	 72.37	 Average	 75.03	
Median	 72.5	 Median	 76	
Mode	 73.75	 Mode	 78.67	
Standard	Deviation	 11.84	 Standard	Deviation	 12.33	
Minimum	 36.25	 Minimum	 14	
Maximum	 98.75	 Maximum	 100	
	 	 	 	 	 	 								
Exam	2	Student	Perceptions:			







































Q1 The online textbook was easy to access. 
Q2 
The online textbook for this course is at least as high in quality as textbooks I have 
purchased for other courses I am taking this semester. 
Q3 
The open resources in this course gave me a broader perspective of the material than I 
would have developed from a purchased course textbook 
Q4 The number of material I had to access was overwhelming 
Q5 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a 
course requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open 
resources because of the quality of the free textbook was provided in this course. 
Q6 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a 
course requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open 
resources because of the cost savings of the free textbook that is provided in this 
course. 
Q7 The online textbook was helpful in my learning course material for this exam. 
Q8 
Frequency use of online chapters  
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q9 
Frequency use of videos  
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q10 
Frequency use of Fact sheets  
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q11 
Frequency use of Articles  
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q12 
Helpful in learning course material Online chapters  
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q13 
Helpful in learning course material videos 
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q14 
Helpful in learning course material Fact sheets 
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q15 
Helpful in learning course material Articles 





















Count	 442	 Count	 438	
Average	 72.31	 Average	 76.79	
Median	 72	 Median	 78.21	
Mode	 76	 Mode	 84	
Standard	Deviation	 10.93	 Standard	Deviation	 11.2	
Minimum	 36	 Minimum	 13	
Maximum	 96	 Maximum	 100	
	 	 	 	 	 	 								
Exam	3	Student	Perceptions:			





































Q1 The online textbook was easy to access. 
Q2 
The online textbook for this course is at least as high in quality as textbooks I have 
purchased for other courses I am taking this semester. 
Q3 
The open resources in this course gave me a broader perspective of the material than I 
would have developed from a purchased course textbook 
Q4 The number of material I had to access was overwhelming 
Q5 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a 
course requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open 
resources because of the quality of the free textbook was provided in this course. 
Q6 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a 
course requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open 
resources because of the cost savings of the free textbook that is provided in this course. 
Q7 The online textbook was helpful in my learning course material for this exam. 
Q8 
Frequency use of online chapters  
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q9 
Frequency use of videos  
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q10 
Frequency use of Fact sheets  
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q11 
Frequency use of Articles  
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q12 
Helpful in learning course material Online chapters  
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q13 
Helpful in learning course material videos 
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q14 
Helpful in learning course material Fact sheets 
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q15 
Helpful in learning course material Articles 





Count	 441	 Count	 437	
Average	 70.93	 Average	 77.74	
Median	 72	 Median	 78	
Mode	 75	 Mode	 75	
Standard	Deviation	 12.04	 Standard	Deviation	 10.84	
Minimum	 33	 Minimum	 42	
Maximum	 98	 Maximum	 98	
	 	 	 	 	 	 								
Exam	4	Student	Perceptions:			











































Q1 The online textbook was easy to access. 
Q2 
The online textbook for this course is at least as high in quality as textbooks I have 
purchased for other courses I am taking this semester. 
Q3 
The open resources in this course gave me a broader perspective of the material than I 
would have developed from a purchased course textbook 
Q4 The number of material I had to access was overwhelming 
Q5 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a 
course requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open 
resources because of the quality of the free textbook was provided in this course. 
Q6 
If given a choice between a course offering open (free) resources (textbook, etc.) and a 
course requiring purchased resources, I would select the course offering the open 
resources because of the cost savings of the free textbook that is provided in this course. 
Q7 The online textbook was helpful in my learning course material for this exam. 
Q8 
Frequency use of online chapters  
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q9 
Frequency use of videos  
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q10 
Frequency use of Fact sheets  
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q11 
Frequency use of Articles  
from 1 (Never Accessed) to 7 (More than 10 times) 
Q12 
Helpful in learning course material Online chapters  
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q13 
Helpful in learning course material videos 
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q14 
Helpful in learning course material Fact sheets 
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q15 
Helpful in learning course material Articles 
from 1 (Unacceptable) to 7 (Excellent) 
Q16 




Faculty ambassadors had each taught the same course as their Fall 2015 OER course using 
traditional textbooks within the prior two semesters. Faculty reported that although some exam 
questions necessarily differed this semester corresponding to OER content, the exam format 
(with one course exception: Contemporary Conservation Issues) and rigor remained constant. 
We computed descriptive statistics for student exam performance for both sections (prior section 
with traditional texts and the Fall 2015 section with OER materials) for each of the courses in the 
OER pilot program. Mean exam scores indicate student learning for course material leading to 
each of the exams. Exam scores were generally comparable (means plus or minus 5 points) for 
each of the two sections, with the exception of three courses where mean exam scores for one 





Course Section Exam 1 Exam 2 Exam 3 Exam 4 Exam 5 
Organic Chemistry Prior 77.07 64.14 66.67   
F15 72.92 76.42 70.90   
FREN 403 Prior 79.32 82.91    
F15 81.71 85    
Contemporary 
Conservation Issues 
Prior 72.64 75.43 72.27   
F15 81.72 80.63 87.46   
Epidemiology & 
Medicine 
Prior 76.98 79.05 76.84 78.44  
F15 81.38 75.94 75.88 76.58  
Introduction to 
Psychology 
Prior 76.89 80.01 80.62 77.06 No Exam 
F15 76.3 79.8 83.33 80.22 90.44 
Nutrition Health & 
Well Being 
Prior 77 72.4 72.31 70.93  
F15 82.49 75.03 76.79 77.74  
Facu l ty 	Percept ions 	o f 	The i r 	OER 	
Exper ience 	
Faculty ambassadors used a variety of OER resources, with the majority reporting having used 
videos and websites. Overwhelmingly, the faculty reported that the various support staff were 
helpful in locating the many resources for their courses. In addition, faculty reported that 
although the amount of associated work to develop and adapt their courses for the OER pilot 
program was appreciable, the time spent was not unanticipated, was manageable, and was 
viewed as an investment with generally positive returns regarding pedagogy and student 
feedback. Overall, the faculty ambassadors reported that they would continue to use OER 




































The cost of a textbook is something that I take into consideration when choosing a 
text for courses I teach. 
Q2 
The amount of work necessary to update my course with open resources was 
manageable. 
Q3 
The resources used for my course are at least as high in quality as textbooks I have 
used for this course in the past. 
Q4 
The library and academic technology staff were helpful in locating open resources 
for my course. 
Q5 
The Center for Excellence in Teaching and Learning (CETL) staff were helpful in 
identifying areas for student assessment of OER materials in my course. 
Q6 
It was easy to find resources that were mapped to the learning outcomes I had for 
the course. 
Q7 I was able to find a comprehensive range of OER materials for my course. 
Q8 The OER materials I used in my course were up to date. 
Q9 
My course was enhanced by the incorporation of open resource materials (make 
comments below). 
Q10 
Compared to prior semesters using traditional textbooks, my students were more 
engaged with course materials and activities. 
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